TEHACHAPI MOUNTAIN RODEO ASSOCIATION

TEHACHAPI RODEO QUEEN PAGEANT
RULES AND REGULATIONS
The following Rules and Regulations apply too all contestants in the Tehachapi Rodeo Queen Pageant. It is the desire of the Pageant Committee for contestants to have an enjoyable experience while participating in this pageant and it is a commitment both committee and contestants make together.

I. PAGEANT Eligibility

The Pageant includes three age divisions:
1. Little Miss must reach the age of 9 by September 1st, and must be a resident of the State of California.
2. Little Princess Rodeo Tehachapi must reach the age of 4 by September 1st, and must be a resident of the State of California. This division will compete in everything but horsemanship.

3. Jr. Miss must reach the age of 13 by September 1st, and must be a resident of the State of California.

4. Miss must reach the age of 17 by September 1st, and must be a resident of the State of California.
5. No contestant will be allowed to compete who already holds a title and no contestant may compete for a title until their obligation to the Tehachapi Mtn. Rodeo Association and Rodeo is completed.

6. In order to have saddles awarded in Miss, Jr. Miss and Little Miss divisions, there must be a minimum of three contestants in the division. In the event there are not, the TMRA Board will determine whether a saddle will be awarded.
7. Each contestant must agree in writing to observe and comply with all Rules and Regulations, as they exist or may hereafter be amended, at the time of making application.

8. Each contestant in the Miss, Jr. Miss and Little Miss divisions must own or lease the horse she will use during the competition and must provide transportation, at her expense, to all functions connected with the pageant. All horses must be healthy and current on vaccinations. Should the contestant become Queen, she must also have at her disposal, a horse to use during her reign.  

9. Application: Each contestant must turn in a completed application.

10. At the time of making application each contestant must turn in a non-refundable $250 entry fee. 
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11. Ticket Sales:

A. All contestants are required to sell 1,000 raffle tickets. 
B. Contestants will be expected to turn in all raffle tickets (unstapled) and money on the date designated on the contestant time line. For each day past the designated date 5 points will be deducted. 
C. In the event a contestant eliminates herself or is disqualified; she is responsible for all money and/or tickets issued.

12. In signing to compete for the title of Miss, Jr. Miss or Little Miss Rodeo Tehachapi, each contestant will keep in mind that she is representing the Tehachapi Mountain Rodeo and the community of Tehachapi at all times. Behavior, manners and dress should always be of the highest moral standards. Any contestant found to be conducting herself in a manner that is not of the highest moral standard will be disqualified. Consuming alcohol, inappropriate language, smoking, drug use, sexual promiscuity or involvement with the law will not be tolerated and will result in disqualification from the pageant. Also, should any contestant become married or pregnant during the pageant, she will be disqualified.
II. EVENT ATTENDANCE 

1. It is mandatory that contestants attend all events on the time line schedule. Extra events may be added during the pageant and contestants will be notified by e-mail of additions or changes. Contestants are also required to respond to the coordinator that notification was received. Emergencies and extenuating circumstances will always be considered. Contestants may not leave events or functions early without permission.

2. Contestants are expected to arrive on time to all practices, events, and functions.  
3. Improper conduct will not be tolerated. This includes, but is not limited to; rudeness to parents, other contestants or pageant members, inappropriate language, or overly affectionate behavior toward the opposite sex. 
4. No boy friends will be allowed in the same area as contestants.  They may attend events but maintain distance.   
5. For insurance purposes, no contestant is to be on horseback until a member of the pageant committee is present. No one other than the actual contestants, reigning queens and committee members will be allowed on horseback before, during or after any practice during the competition.  

6. Infringement of any of the above can cause loss of points at the discretion of the pageant coordinator.
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JUDGING CATEGORIES

III. PHOTOGENIC: Judges will look to see that the contestants’ personality and “Rodeo” come through in pageant photo.
1. Each contestant will make themselves available to the pageant committee on scheduled photo day for the pageant photographer to take their photograph. All photos will be taken by one photographer. None others need be submitted. This photo will be used for the photogenic judging, and promotion of the pageant, and the Tehachapi Mountain PRCA Rodeo. There is no charge to the contestant.
IV. PERSONAL INTERVIEWS: (Prior to Queen Dinner ~ Souza Ranch) Each contestant will appear individually before a panel of judges. 
1. Contestants will be asked a series of age appropriate questions by the judges designed to determine their knowledge of Rodeo terminology, Rodeo in general, horsemanship, currant events and personality. 
2. Family and friends are not allowed to be present during interviews.
V. POISE AND APPEARANCE: (Queen Dinner ~ Souza Ranch) (modeling of western ware) This category will be judged based on the following: Grooming, posture, etiquette, overall appearance and body carriage. The same modeling pattern will be observed by all contestants for uniformity of judging and taught to contestants during the Queen Clinic.
VI. Speech and Impromptu Questions: (Queen Dinner ~ Souza Ranch) Contestants will be judged based on ability of the contestant to deliver a speech and answer impromptu questions on knowledge of Rodeo, current events, equine knowledge and equipment.
1. Little Miss Contestants will deliver a one minute biography and answer two impromptu questions. 
2. Jr. Miss Contestants will deliver a one minute biography and answer three impromptu questions, one being on tack. 
3. Miss contestants will deliver a one minute biography and answer four impromptu questions, one being on tack.
4. Speeches will be memorized and no prompts used. 
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VII. HORSEMANSHIP:
1. Little Miss contestants will ride designated pattern and perform queen wave. 
2. Jr. Miss contestants will ride designated pattern and perform queen wave. After the queen wave they will ride to the judges, dismount and remount. It will be at the discretion of the judges if there will be any questions of contestants at this time. 
3. Miss contestants will ride designated pattern, perform a queen wave and allow their horse to be used in the draw horse portion of the Miss division. After queen wave contestants will exit the area, return on the draw horse and perform a one minute freestyle presentation consisting of a lead change, a stop and backing.  (Contestants will be allowed a five minute warm up on the draw horse prior to freestyle.)  At the completion of the freestyle, the contestant will ride to the judges, dismount and remount. It will be at the discretion of the judges if there are any questions of contestant at this time.   
4. All age division contestants will be allowed to warm up their horses for a half hour prior to Horsemanship. NO ONE, other than the contestants, will be allowed on or near the contestants or their horses once on grounds the day of horsemanship.
5. Family members of both the contestants and reigning queen(s), along with any personal trainers, friends and family will not be allowed in the staging area and will be expected to take their seats in the stands immediately upon entering the Rodeo Grounds. No warning will be issued and points will be deducted for any infringement of this rule.
6. No horse will be allowed in the Horsemanship Competition under the influence of any foreign substance.
7. No training devices or snaffle bits will be used on horses during the judged portion of horsemanship.
8. During Rodeo Queen Run, splint and bell boots will be permitted.

9. A written test on rodeo knowledge will be administered to each contestant. A maximum of 20 points is possible on the test. The test will be graded by pageant officials, and the points will be awarded in the category of horsemanship.
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VIII. SELECTION OF QUEENS/LITTLE PRINCESS RODEO TEHACHAPI:

1. The selection of the queen/princess in each division will be calculated on the following:

A. Speech and Impromptu Questions: Presentation and accuracy of answers.
B. Photogenic: Personality and Rodeo showing through in photo.

C. Horsemanship: 
1. Riding Pattern: Staying on Pattern, Control, Equitation

2. Queen Run: Control.

3. Rodeo Knowledge Test: Knowledge of Rodeo.

D. Poise and Appearance: Modeling skills, Grooming, Etiquette.

E. Completion of selling required raffle tickets/sponsorships.
2. The Rodeo Queens in each division will be the contestant who receives the highest overall score and has met requirements.

3. In the event of a tie, the judges will decide the winner and their decision will be final.

4. All final scores are tabulated by a local accounting firm and given to the pageant coordinator the day of queen coronation.

IX. AWARDS

1. Miss, Jr. Miss, Little Miss
A. Queen Trophy Saddle

B. Crown

C. Buckle

D. Sash

E. Miss: The invitation and entry fee paid to run for Miss Rodeo California the following year.

2. Little Princess Rodeo Tehachapi

A. Crown

B. Buckle

C. Sash

3. DIVISION AWARDS

A. Individual division awards will be given to the contestant who scores highest in their division in the following categories.

1. Horsemanship

2. Speech/Poise and Appearance.

4. OVERALL AWARDS

A. Overall awards will be given to:
1. Photogenic

2. Congeniality
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5. At no time before or during any judged event may anyone, for any reason, approach a judge or member of the Pageant Committee with questions, concerns, or comments. These should be held and addressed following the event at an appropriate time.
6. All awards, score sheets and photos used for judging will be given to contestants by the Pageant Coordinator and Pageant Committee at the Awards Breakfast on Sunday morning following the completion of the Rodeo.
7. In case of a protest, a formal letter of protest may be sent certified mail to the Tehachapi Rodeo Queen Pageant Committee, P.O. Box 1726, Tehachapi, California 93581, within 48 hours of the protested incident. This letter will be accompanied by a $100 cashiers check, made payable to
the Tehachapi Mountain Rodeo Association. If the protest is found valid, the cashiers check will be returned. If protest is found invalid, Pageant Committee will retain the cashiers check. Any interested party may file a protest.

X.
ONCE YOU BECOME QUEEN

Once you become Miss, Jr. Miss, or Little Miss Rodeo Tehachapi, you and one parent will be required to sign a contract at the Awards Breakfast and begin to fulfill your obligation to represent the Tehachapi Mountain PRCA Rodeo.
You will be expected to check your e-mail daily in order to stay current with the  Tehachapi Rodeo Queen Pageant Committee and when you are directed to respond to an e-mail you will do so. If you do not respond to e-mails or follow up attempts to be reached by telephone, board action will be taken to resolve this infraction in your contract.
Public appearances will include attendance at Tehachapi Chamber of Commerce Ribbon Cuttings and Mixers.  These events help promote the Tehachapi Mountain Rodeo Association and our Rodeo.  Ribbon Cuttings occur at least once a month and Mixers every other month.  The committee understands it may not be possible to attend all of these because of hours of school, etc. and this can be managed on an event by event basis. There are also several fund raisers during the year you should be prepared to be involved with as Tehachapi Rodeo Royalty. More events can and may be added by the committee. There are many responsibilities that go along with being a Tehachapi Rodeo Queen and the pageant committee will be there to help you, guide you and support you at all times.

